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BOOK REVIEWS
RHEUMATIC FEVER. STUDIES OF THE EPIDEMIOLOGY, MANI-
FESTATIONS) DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT OF THE DISEASE DURING
THE FIRST THREE DECADES. By May G. Wilson. The Common-
wealth Fund, New York, 1940. Pp. xiv + 595. $4.50.
This monograph is a comprehensive treatise on a subject of constant
interest to pediatricians and internists alike. The author's close personal
contact with rheumatic fever and its equivalents, together with a broad
knowledge of the concepts of other workers in this field, has given the volume
a well-deserved air of authority.
This work is a decidedly ambitious one, dividing a subject with wide-
spread aspects into five points of discussion.
Part I gives a concise historical summary and considers rheumatic fever
from the aspect of etiology and epidemiology. Part II provides a vivid view
of the protean manifestations and variable clinical course of childhood rheuma-
tism. An attempt is made to correlate clinical signs and symptoms with
postmortem protocols. Part III gives many helpful aids to prognosis in the
rheumatic fever of childhood. A large collection of cases is graphically pre-
sented in a very helpful manner. Part IV deals with the diagnosis of rheu-
matic heart disease in children. The classification presented is clear-cut as
well as all-inclusive. The final section, Part V, is a valuable treatise on the
general management of the child rheumatic victim. This section on treat-
ment and convalescent care is the most valuable part of the book and comes
at a time in which it may be most helpful to those whose public health con-
sciousness has reached out to and included the young rheumatic victim.
J. C. LEONARD.
THE VIRUS: LIFE'S ENEMY. By Kenneth M. Smith. Cam-
bridge: At the University Press; New York: The Macmillan Co.,
1940. Pp. viii + 176. $2.
A volume in the Cambridge Library of Modern Science, this treatise on
the viruses is not a text-book in the accepted sense, but rather a presentation
upon a broad basis of the whole problem of viruses in their manifold relation-
ships. It is the type of book which can be read by those whose major
interests are not in the field of bacteriology as well as by bacteriologists, for
it presents in readable fashion the essential facts concerning the nature of the
viruses and their behavior. GEO. H. SMITH.